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Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

  Good evening.  I am very pleased to join you all this evening in 

celebration of the first World Statistics Day.  Let me first extend a very 

warm welcome to all of you. 

 

  Today is an important day for the statistical community.  Thanks to 

the United Nations, it is the first time that all places around the world are 

drawn together to celebrate the achievements of statistics on the same day, as 

a recognition of the growing importance and influential role played by 

official statistics at global, regional and national level. 

 

  As you may be aware of, there are numerous celebration activities 

organised internationally and locally to mark this day.  Internationally and at 

this moment, the National Bureau of Statistics of China and the United 

Nations are jointly organising an observance ceremony at the World EXPO 

Shanghai.  Mr. Fung Hing Wang, the Commissioner for Census and 

Statistics, is now in Shanghai attending the ceremony and cannot join us for 

dinner tonight.  Mr. Fung would like to express his heartfelt thanks to all of 

you for your support in organising and participating in the World Statistics 

Day activities. He has asked me to convey his personal message to you. 

 

“On behalf of the Census and Statistics Department of the Hong 

Kong SAR Government, I would like to express my gratitude and 

appreciation to our co-organiser of this dinner, the Hong Kong Statistical 

Society (HKSS) for their unfailing efforts over the years in promoting 

fellowship and the sharing of knowledge and expertise in the statistical 

community.  The active participation and support from members of the 

HKSS, from both the private and public sectors and the academia, in 

activities organised by the Society have been the key factors leading to the 

success and harmony we have achieved in our statistical community. 

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff of the 



Census and Statistics Department for their professionalism and dedication in 

building up a reputable official statistics system for Hong Kong. 

 

Over the years, our department has been working closely with the 

international and local statistical communities in enhancing the quality of 

official statistics and promoting their applications.  Such efforts have made 

and will continue to make our statistical office a vital and valued institution 

in the community.  I would also like to extend our warmest welcome to our 

friends from the Statistical Institute of Asia and the Pacific (SIAP) and 

statistical offices of Mainland China, Macao, Malaysia and Singapore.  This 

week SIAP and C&SD are jointly organising a sub-regional workshop on 

“Measuring and Improving Survey Quality” and we are pleased that the 

lecturers and participants of this workshop can join us on this special 

occasion of the World Statistics Day.  Yet, fellow members of the HKSS, 

fellow colleagues of the C&SD and dear friends from SIAP and participants 

of the sub-regional workshop, it is your presence and contributions that 

would truly make the World Statistics Day events a great success.  I wish 

every one of you a very memorable and meaningful dinner gathering 

tonight. ” 

 

  Without wishing to keep you from your dinner for too long, allow 

me to say a few more words about the World Statistics Day activities in Hong 

Kong.  A series of activities have been organised starting from early October 

to mark the World Statistics Day.  This afternoon, the public lecture to 

promote statistical literacy was well received by about 200 teachers and 

students.  Feedbacks from participants indicated that the lecture has 

enriched their knowledge and understanding in statistics as well as their 

applications.  

 

 About an hour ago, Professor Ng, the Head of Department of 

Statistics and Actuarial Science of the University of Hong Kong, delivered a 

talk on the Converse of Bayes Theorem.  His journey in discovering the 

Converse of Bayes Theorem, unveiled to us just now, is extremely 

enlightening.  I would like to congratulate Professor Ng on this great 

academic achievement.  Professor Ng, it’s most inspiring and rewarding for 

all of us to have such an opportunity to hear your exciting intellectual 

discovery on this special day, the first World Statistics Day.  You have 

indeed left a legacy in the history of the Hong Kong statistical community.  

Thank you very much, Professor Ng.   

 



 We are also much honoured to welcome our friends who came all the 

way from the Mainland, Macao, Malaysia and Singapore to join us this 

evening to celebrate the World Statistics Day.  Thank you very much for 

your participation despite your busy schedule.  May I extend a very warm 

welcome to you and hope you would enjoy our beautiful and vibrant city 

during your stay in Hong Kong.  

 

  I trust you are, same as me, eager to hear the enlightening sharings 

from Professor Gu and Professor Lam on interesting aspects of statistical 

applications.  Professor Gu is the Graduate Division Head of the 

Department of Statistics in the Chinese University of Hong Kong.  He will 

explore the application of statistics in a case study of Hong Kong’s racetrack 

betting with regard to market efficiency and investment strategies.  

Professor Lam is the Emeritus Professor of Hong Kong Baptist University, an 

active and influential member in the local financial community, and also an 

Honourary Member of the Hong Kong Statistical Society.  He will share 

with us his experience in applying statistical methods in the financial sector.  

Thank you, Professor Gu and Professor Lam, for coming tonight to share 

with us your insights in statistical application.  

 

  Finally, I would like to add that this dinner does not mark an end to 

the celebration of the World Statistics Day.  Indeed, it signifies the 

beginning of further collaboration and communication among statisticians, 

academics and other parties in the community.  Let’s all join hands to 

continue practising the common core values of the World Statistics Day – 

“Service, Integrity and Professionalism” in each and every part of our 

statistical endeavours. 

 

  Thank you very much for your great support to tonight’s event.  We 

are very much honoured to have the presence of each and every one of you 

here this evening.  I hope you all have a great time of reunion, sharing, 

professional exchange and enjoyment.  


